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HUNTERS is a bimonthly publication for members of SCI chapters in Wisconsin, plus bonus
electronic circulation, which includes some of
the world’s most avid and affluent conservationists who enjoy hunting here and around
the world. They have earned a reputation of
leadership on natural resources issues and
giving to protect and support the future of
hunting and conservation here and abroad. To
share your message with them, send ads and
editorial submissions to Mark LaBarbera at
wiscimag@peoplepc.com.
Submission of story and photos means that
you are giving SCI permission to use them free
in SCI printed or electronic form.

THE MIDWEST’S PREMIER ARCHERY FACILITY
One Stop Try Them All...

in Both Right & Left Handed
Over Half a Million Dollars of Inventory In Stock
 5% Off Stock Bows if We Don’t Have Your Size
 40 yd Indoor 3D Archery Range & Dart Video
 Outdoor 28 Target 3D Course
 Leagues, Rentals, Group & Corporate Outings
 We Service Any Bow...
Regardless Where it was Bought!

WE WILL NOT BE
UNDERSOLD ON
ANY NEW BOW!!



Conveniently Located on Interstate 94
between Milwaukee and Madison
N13 W28400 Silvernail Road , Pewaukee, WI • 262-547-0535 • www.buckrubarchery.com
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On the cover: Dominican Sister Sal at Sinsinawa shared this photo of her niece Sydney
Lambeth with a nice bull. We had to share it now. We pray they will send a story and more
photos for a future issue.

Editor/Publishers: Mark & Coni LaBarbera

Issue
January/February
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December

Deadline
November 20
January 20
March 20
May 20
July 20
September 20

New Advertisers
The number of advertisers allowed in WI SCI
HUNTERS magazine is limited. If you would like
your ad to be considered for publication, contact Mark at wiscimag@peoplepc.com. New
advertisers who are accepted and prepay for
a 6x schedule receive substantial discounts as
listed below. All amounts are net U.S. dollars.
Ad		
1x
6x Total
Size
Size
Rate (Prepaid)
1/4 Pg.
3.5”w x 5.25”h
$150 $600/yr.
1/2 Pg.
8.25”w x 4.75”h $200 $800/yr.
Full Pg.
8.25”w x 10.75”h $250 $1,100/yr.
Covers
8.25”w x 10.75”h $300 $1,300/yr.
Deliver ads with ½” margin on four sides, plus
¼” for bleeds.
Send ad fees to Treasurer Sarah Ingle, S50
W30834 Old Village Rd., Mukwonago, WI
53149. No attempt is made to verify the
accuracy of ballistic information or hunt
reports submitted. Ads in this publication
are not considered endorsements or
approval of such advertiser by Safari Club
International.
IF YOUR ADDRESS CHANGED, please notify
Sarah Ingle at office@sciwi.org
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Join today!
SCI Chapters
welcome you!
New members and your families are always
welcome at SCI. Visit these websites and
join a chapter to start your adventure.
Members enjoy great fun, meet new friends,
make a difference in their community and
help the future of hunting, plus you will
discover new deals and opportunities that
improve your hunting skill and enjoyment.
We invite you to join online today.
Badgerland Chapter

President Randy Mayes
www.scibadgerland.com

Illinois & Chicago Chapter

President Dale Rimkus
www.sci-illinois.com

Lake Superior Chapter

President Burl Johnson
www.sci-lakesuperior.com

Northeast Wisconsin Chapter

President Marty Witczak
www.scihunterexpo.com

Southeast Wisc. Bowhunters Chapter

President Alex Valley
www.scibowhunters.com
Wisconsin Chapter

President Charmaine Wargolet
www.sciwi.org

SCI Region 16 Representative

Charmaine Wargolet

charmainew@ameritech.net

SCI Region
16 Report

Wisconsin
Chapter Report

by Charmaine Wargolet,
Regional Representative

by Charmaine Wargolet
President

B

eing Regional Rep for Region 16 is
always such a source of pride for
me as we have such a great group
of folks! Our annual regional meeting
was on January 15th and all of our
chapter presidents were there along
with some of their officers and or directors. Mark LaBarbera, editor of Hunter
magazine, Dan Trawicki, our state
lobbyist, and Jason St. Michael, Director
of Membership and Chapter Services for
SCI National (by zoom) were also there.
Everyone is so open about exchanging
ideas to help other chapters out and
Jason gave us an explanation of the new
Membership points program. What is
especially heartening about seeing the
other directors and officers from the
different chapters tells me the chain of
leadership is strong. I know very well
how difficult it is to find active, willing
leaders in the chapter arena but our
chapters do a great job of it and I
applaud all of you! And, if you are just a
member of your chapter right now but
you are at a point in your life where you
can commit to being a board member
and maybe eventually an officer, step
up!! You don’t know how rewarding it is
until you do it.
What was also stressed at the
meeting is, you do not have to be a
seasoned author to send in a picture
and a short description of your latest
hunt. If you just email a picture with your
name and when and where you hunted

and harvested your trophy, this is all that
is needed. Everyone else loves to see
pictures and reports of where fellow
members have gone. If you feel up to
writing an article that is awesome too,
but totally not necessary. Please, share
your adventures with all of us! Just send
the picture and description to editor,
M ar k L aB ar b e r a a t W i S C Imag @
peoplepc.com.
At the writing of this column, I have
just returned from the SCI National
Convention’s 50th annual celebration. It
was amazing!! The 60’ baobab tree and
the bar beneath it was a great meeting
place for everyone. I must admit, I
enjoyed a libation or two with friends
there. I only attended one of the four
evening dinners but it was the night
Donald Trump Jr. spoke. He was so
entertaining, personable and funny!
Former Secretary of the Interior David
Bernhardt was one of our dinner table
guests and he was a delightful man.
There were a couple of our members
out there who had not been to the
convention before and they were blown
away! It really is the ultimate event for
hunters. Next year, it will be in Nashville
which is a fun city besides, so, make
your plans now!
As always, shoot straight and be well!

As I write this column, the Wisconsin
Chapter banquet is a week and a half
away. But by the time you get this magazine, it will be in the books as they say. I
hope you were there! We have great
auction items, both hunts and non-hunt
and awesome raffle prizes on the gun
and ladies’ boards! If you attended, hope
you had fun and either bought or won
one or two of these items!
I ju s t g o t b a c k f ro m o ur 5 0 t h
Anniversary SCI National Convention!
What a great convention! Per fect
“hunter ambiance” and meeting up with
friends from all over the country and the
world! I talk a little more about it in my
Regional Rep column.
The March chapter meeting is to be
held at the Brook field Conference
C enter and the A pril me e ting at
Westmoor Country Club. Always the
third Thursday of the month. Our
programs chair is working on some

great programs so please plan to join
us! There are always good friends to
meet and stories to tell! The most
important thing is, we really need folks
to call or email and make a reservation.
With food prices the way they are, these
venues require exact counts five days
before the meeting. Sometimes
someone reserves and then cancels, so
last minute calls can be taken but no
guarantees that we have open spots.
The bottom line is, we really, really want
you to come! So please make a reservation and join us. Watch for our WI
chapter newsletter to give you all the
info including the program description.
The spring hunting season is kicking
in and pretty soon we will be hearing
“gobble, gobble” from our blinds! Turkey
hunting is one of my favorites so am
looking forward to heading to the Little
Cabin the Woods at the end of April to
hunt with my good friend Christine.
Remember if you get a turkey, send in a
picture with your name and a short

Former Interior Secretary David Bernhardt

My dear friend, Eduardo DeAroaz who
received the prestigious C.J. McElroy award.

description of where you hunted him!
You can send it to the editor of Hunter
at WiSCImag@peoplepc.com or send it
to our SCI office and we will get it to him
for the next issue of Hunter magazine.
This also goes for anything you have
hunted recently! Everyone loves to see
your trophies! Just a picture and short
description is all that is needed if you’re
not a “Hemingway,” but if you want to
write a story about your adventure, that
is awesome!
Shoot straight and be well!

SCI show floor was “under the baobab tree.”
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Lake Superior
Chapter Report
by Burl Johnson, President

W

e are excited as plans have
come together for a great
Lake Superior Chapter fundraiser. Mark your calendar for the next
Lake Superior Banquet & Fundraiser at
the Grand Casino in Hinckley, Friday,
April 1st and Saturday, April 2nd.
We have a great Board of Directors
working everyday so we can provide a
great hunt list. The live auction will
begin the first week in March. We have
a good list of donations and more are

A

coming in each day.
H one s tly, I ’m s o
happy we have this
much suppor t, not
just from vendors but
from our friends and
family who make this
banquet possible.
We have in stock
over 100 guns for the two-day event.
Raffles will be going on all night Friday
and all of Saturday. We have a 2022
Can-Am 4-Wheeler for a raffle prize,

Celebrating Our 50th Anniversary

plus so much more. Please check out
our Facebook page at facebook.com/
LakeSuperiorChapterSCI/ and our
website at sci-lakesuperior.org.

Lake Superior Ladies

re you ready for some wine, cheese and maybe a new designer purse? Join us at the Wine, Women and Cheese
event at the Hinkley Casino on Saturday April 2nd, 2022. For all the ladies that signed up for the canceled banquet,
your spot is saved! Please contact us for information and to guarantee your spot again. For anyone else, please add

this to your order when you register for the banquet. This will be an event you don’t want to miss! With over 20 designer
purses up for raffle and wines from all over the world it is set up to be the best girls’ day ever! This day is sponsored by Lisa
Gingerich Coppersmith Global Logistics.

Badgerland
Chapter Report
by Randy Mayes, President

Y

ou can hunt 12 months a year if
you would like. March?? What do
you hunt in March? Hopefully as
you are reading this or shortly thereafter,
I will be doing some spring snow goose
hunting with Mark LaBarbera, Marty
Witczak and a few others. I’ve done the
spring snow goose thing a few other
times but have never REALLY done
well... a few here or there but I’ve never
really done my share of the much
needed population control the biologists
are after. Hopefully, we will have some
Hunter’s Magazine material when we
are done!
Over my “hunting career”, I have
indeed hunted something every month
of the year. I don’t believe I have ever
hunted for 12 consecutive months.
Maybe that should be my goal. Sounds
like it could be expensive! I suppose it
would be cheating if I hunted pigeons in
the summer months.
6

The next best thing
to hunting every
month of the year is
hearing about
someone hunting
ever y month of the
year. Our chapter has
monthly membership
meetings. During these laid back, casual
meetings, one of our members gives a
presentation on a hunt or hunts they
have been on. You can experience
hunting 12 months a year vicariously
through these presentations at our
meetings! It ’s a lit tle easier on the
pocket book as well! You don’t need to
be an SCI member to attend (although,
there is a likelihood that someone may
encourage you to join!). These meetings
are held at different restaurants which
are generally in the Madison area. Our
monthly meetings are posted on our
web site which is www.scibadgerland.
com.

Safari Club International
Illinois & Chicago Chapter
50th Annual
Fundraiser & Banquet
Saturday, April 23, 2022
Medinah Banquets

550 Shriners Drive, Addison IL 60101
Donation $100 per person
Every ticket purchased will be entered
to win $1,000 cash
5 hour open bar, dinner & auction
Table Special - Buy a table for 10 and get
over $300 in raﬄe tickets!
For more information, questions, and to make reservations
contact Marla Rimkus at:
mkr1999@hotmail.com
or call
224-636-3750
Questions? info@sci-illinois.com
Here’s a sample of the great rafﬂe prizes, silent auction and
live auction items oﬀered from past fundraisers:

Another benefit to at tending our
monthly meeting is hunting intel. No
matter what you want to hunt for, you
can often find someone who has either
been there, knows someone who’s been
there or has some connection to where
you want to go. Over my years of
attending our meetings (30+), I have
gathered much info. Even if you’re not
there about gathering info on your next
adventure, just being around hunting
friends, making new friends, and hearing
about someone else’s trip is enough to
make it enjoyable! It makes it easier to
bridge those months between hunts!
WI SCI HUNTERS – March/April 2022

•African Safaris
•Ladies Diamond Jewelry
•North American Hunts
•Fishing Trips
•Limited Edition Artwork
•Upland Game Hunts
•Outdoor Gear
•Get-Away Trips
•Firearms
•One-of-a-Kind Items

Over 100 unique items
in our legendary Silent
Auction!

Northeast Wisconsin
Chapter Report
by Marty Witczak, President

H

ello fellow trophy hunters! It
appears that my last article in the
January/February 2022 issue
featuring my wife’s and my Scotland
hunt and Ireland vacation, was a bit
lengthy. That being said, I want to make
sure you know that we had a wonderful
time and my hunting experience with
Outdoor International Adventures
owned by Michael and Danielle Grosse
was top notch! I’m glad we shared our
vacation experience with you but that
didn’t leave any room on our article
page for the pictures of my Scotland
trophies. I am very pleased with the red
stag, the fallow deer and the roe deer
that will adorn the walls of my home in
the near future. Pictures of my trophies
are included in
this ar ticle.
Speaking of
trophies, here
are a couple of
pictures of two
of my African
trophies from
our March
2020 hunt that
just arrived.
The mounted
kudu and the
sable on the
pedestal
turned out
beautiful and
were well

worth the wait and the
trouble to get them to
the US from Africa!
These last two
trophies are courtesy
of the Jani Otto Safaris
hunt.
The 23rd Annual
Northeast WI Chapter
SCI Hunters Banquet,
online auction, live
auction, silent auction
and the firearms and
merchandise raf fles
held on Friday
February 25th were a
h u g e s u c c e s s! A n
evening of fine dining
shared with old and
new acquaintances
along with meeting and enjoying the
a d ve n t u r e s o f hu n t r e s s M e l i s s a
Bachman and the host of Outdoor
Bound TV, Kurt Walbeck, were second
to none! I t is trul y insp iring the
number of sponsors the NE Wisconsin
Chapter has. Log in to our website, SCI
NORTHEASTWISCONSINCHAPTER to
find the “sponsor link” on the home
page to read up on a special group of
individuals and/or groups that support
our SCI activities. If you are interested in
learning how we distribute the money
we earn, go the link “chapter projects”
on the website home page. More than
70% of all money we earn stays right
here in Wisconsin!

Use Of Trail Cameras
For Managing Mule Deer
Fact Sheet #40

Sable and kudu from Marty’s
March 2020 trip with Jani Otto
Safaris, an SCI supporter.

I have been busy these cold and
snowy winter months making plans for
several hunts that will take place
throughout the 2022 year in the US. A
couple of snow goose hunts in March in
Iowa and South Dakota, a bull elk hunt
in Idaho in October and in November, a
planned cow elk hunt in Montana. My
wife plans to accompany me on the
hunt in October so we can do some site
seeing out west. You know, hit up some
of those tourist attractions that neither
one of us has ever seen! I look forward
to catching up with all of you in my next
article. Until then, be safe, stay well and
dream big!

Background
We sometimes consider remotely
placed automated c ameras (trail
cameras) to be a recent invention, yet
remotely triggered cameras have been
used since the early 1900s when trip
wires and flash bulbs were used to
capture images of wildlife. By the early
1980s, technology had advanced to
include infrared beam triggers and
35mm film. Today remote images are
captured with high resolution digital
cameras with rapid trigger speeds, wireless image transfer, video capability, and

infrared illumination. With this advancement in technology, concurrent with
decreasing cost, the use and popularity
of trail cameras dramatically increased
among the public and wildlife conservation agencies.
Management and Research Uses
Trail camera use is common and very
useful for wildlife research and management purposes. Biologists and law
enforcement officers use trail cameras
in ways that improve efficiency, promote
safety, increase compliance with wildlife

laws, and enhance our ability to locate
or enumerate secretive or uncommon
species. Some examples include:
• Law Enforcement - Trail cameras
allow law enforcement officers to
extend their efforts to document
unlawful activity, such as monitoring illegal bait sites, documenting
motorized vehicle use on closed
trails, and searching for offending
parties.
• Monitoring - Wildlife managers and
hunters alike use remote cameras
for gathering population monitoring

Scotland red stag, fallow deer, and roe deer I wrote about in my last column.
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d a t a , s u c h a s f aw n : d o e a n d
buck:doe ratios, use of wildlife
crossing structures, and migration
routes.
• Occupancy - Wildlife agencies and
other researchers may use cameras
to collect occupancy data to document species occurrence in certain
areas, particularly for species that
occur at low densities and are difficult to detect with traditional
surveys.
• Abundance or density estimation Trail cameras can be used to
estimate wildlife population abundance and density if statistical
assumptions of sampling
approaches can be met. Many
population estimation techniques
using trail cameras are continually
being refined to provide sound
statistical sampling designs.
Use by Hunters and Wildlife
Watchers
Because of the affordability and availability, hunters and wildlife watchers
have begun to use trail cameras to

enhance their experiences in the natural
world. Hunters can use trail cameras to
assess the availability of bucks and learn
about deer behavior in their anticipated
hunting areas. Wildlife watchers enjoy
learning more about wildlife from trail
camera photos. In some instances,
citizen-science protocols can be used
for monitoring ef for ts and may
contribute meaningfully to research and
management.
Potential Negative Effects
Although the use of trail cameras by
wildlife agencies and the public has
become common practice, their use has
the potential to negatively impact mule
deer due to the increased human presence on the landscape. This may be
especially true if vehicles, horses, ATV’s
or foot traffic is concentrated near a
focused area such as water sources.
Although the camera itself may not have
a measurable impac t on wildlife
behavior, many studies have documented a negative effect of increased
traffic, noise, and disturbance on mule
deer. Wireless cellular cameras may

help alleviate some of those concerns,
although their use hasn’t been as widely
adopted by the public due to their higher
costs and data transmission fees. The
use of cameras that transmit images to
the user wirelessly also raise questions
about fair chase and ethics. In addition,
such cameras may be illegal in some
states or during hunting seasons.
The most important source of potential disturbance is that associated with
the placement, maintenance, and
f re qu e nt c h e c k in g o f t ra di t i o nal
(non-wireless) trail cameras near water
sites in arid environments. The potential
effect on wildlife is high when multiple
parties repeatedly visit camera locations
over a short time. Wildlife officials in
multiple jurisdictions have observed as
many as 15 or more cameras placed at
the same water source. When multiple
cameras are placed by different parties
on the same water source, as often
occurs before and during hunting
seasons, the associated disturbance
may interfere with mule deer accessing
crucial resources. This can be especially
problematic in arid ecosystems where

access to free-standing water is critical
to mule deer during hot and dry periods.
Fair Chase
Several western states have considered the ethics of using trail cameras for
the purposes of hunting, scouting, or
pursuing mule deer and other game
species. The ethical dilemma largely
involves the concept of fair chase,
specifically determining what constitutes an unfair advantage when hunting
or pursuing wildlife. Because remote
cameras can improve the ability of a
hunter to locate a large-antlered buck,
the issue of fairness has been questioned. Wireless cameras that instantaneously transmit images to the user
via cellular or satellite technology have
escalated the controversy. By using
multiple cameras, and remote transmission capabilities, a single hunter may
canvass a large part of a hunting unit or
seasonal range with real-time images of
mule deer. Some states have addressed
these issues by adopting regulations on
the use of trail cameras for hunting
purposes or the type of camera system
allowed (such as, wireless image transmission). Boone and Crockett and Pope
and Young have both taken positions
against the use of wireless trail cameras
and may not allow an entry if defined
rules of fair chase are violated.
Summary
Trail cameras are commonly used by
wildlife agencies, wildlife enthusiasts,
and hunters to capture images of mule
deer in their natural environment. These
tools can help wildlife managers and the
public gain information about the timing,
frequency, and distribution of where
wildlife occur. However, they may have
negative consequences when used
around critical resources such as water
developments or fawning sites, due to
increased human presence and
disturbance.
If you choose to use a trail camera for
scouting, photography, or hunting,
check the local regulations before going
afield. Hunters and other wildlife enthusiasts should consider reducing their
collective disturbance in critical areas. It
is imperative all trail camera users work
to minimize any potential negative
effects of this activity to ensure wildlife
habitats remain undisturbed.

S

CI member Dan Small and his
son, Jonathan, competed in the
6th Annual Treelands Premier
Musky Fly Fishing Championships, Oct.
7-9 in Hayward, WI. They teamed up
with guide Brad Bohen, of Tony, WI, to
form Team Gettin’ Fishy. Jonathan (l)

and Bohen are pictured with the 36-inch
muskie Jon caught on the Flambeau
River. A total of 101 anglers caught and
released 40 muskies measuring from 25
to 43.5 inches during the two-day tournament. Get tin’ Fishy placed 10th
among 35 teams.

Photo by Dan Small

Photo by Dan Small

Rare Wisconsin Bird

SCI friend Bob Haase captured a photo of this Wisconsin turkey with a color phase
known as leucitic.
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SCI Shares Youth Congress Success

S

CI members and chapters can
take pride in the Wisconsin Youth
Conser vation Congress. The
YCC is continuing to grow, thanks to
support from Conservation Congress
adult delegates and mentors who
donate their time. There are currently
39 youth delegates, and 27 mentors,
representing 26 counties.
“We are so appreciative of the WCC
mentors who donate their time and
talents with YCC delegates. They truly
make a difference as we fulfill the plan,”
said Kyle Zenz, YCC Coordinator. Zenz
said success has come at every stage

as she follows the WCC’s YCC Strategic
Plan created and presented about four
years ago by SCI Life Member Mark
LaBarbera.
SCI members can receive the Youth
Conservation Congress newsletter
published monthly to share updates,
photos and oppor tunities for YCC
delegates and mentors. Check out the
YCC website page to view the newsletters and stay current with the YCC:
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/about/wcc/
ycc
In Januar y, the YCC held an ice
fishing event on Petenwell Lake during

the Wisconsin Free Fishing Weekend.
The fish weren’t biting as strong as we
had hoped for, but a few keepers and
smaller fish were caught. The species
caught were walleye, crappie, and
white bass. Ever yone enjoyed the
day and learne d new ic e f ishing
techniques.
If you know someone under 18 who
might be interested in being part of
YCC, or an adult who might want to
mentor others through the program,
please share this link: ht tps://dnr.
w i . g ov/ab o u t / WC C/D o c um e n t s/
YCC/2020_YCC_Info_Packet.pdf

2022

Whitetail Sanctuary Solutions Tip:

March + Snow =
Nothing to do in the woods
WRONG! Snow is Your Friend! Embrace this time of
year! Use the benefit of the snow to thoroughly evaluate your hunting property!
by Michael Murphy

T

his is the BEST time of the year to
evaluate your hunting land! The
advantages of a little snow on the
ground can reveal what is working well.
It can also provide areas of improvement
to support your whitetail sanctuary.
Here are ways to read the snow and to
f in d w h a t i s h ap p e nin g o n yo ur
property.
Trails
Obviously, the trails in the snow the
deer leave behind tell you many things
about how to read those prints:
• Determine the number of deer on
your property. Look at fresh prints
vs. old prints.
• The size of the deer. Print size—
know that a print as it melts can
enlarge.
• How they are using the property.
• Where they are entering and leaving
your property. Look at the direction
of the prints. Note: the places they
are entering and leaving your property the most.

Youth Conservation
Congress
Ice Fishing Event
Petenwell Lake

Browsing
Look at how your land is being
browsed by the deer. If you have significant deer browsing, you need more
and/or better food plots.
Food Plots
If you have severe browsing, you
need to evaluate the amount of land set
aside and what’s planted in your food
plots. Your food plots should contain
some “sturdy” plantings such as winter
wheat or corn that can stand up in those
heavy wet snows. If your plantings are
low-growing and non-sturdy; a heavy
snow with a little freezing rain on top of
it will make your plots unreachable for
the deer. If you do not have heavy snows
on the ground but still have severe
browsing; you need to increase the
number/acreage of your food plots to
provide more nutritious food sources.
12

WI SCI HUNTERS – March/April 2022

WI SCI HUNTERS – March/April 2022

Bedding
With a little snow on the ground, it is
very easy to see where the deer are
bedding.
• Are the beds in an area that can be
easily reached and is there an area
available for new stands?
• Where are the predominate winds
coming from?
• Can these new stand locations be
reached without being detected?
• Can you provide a better and larger
bedding area somewhere else while
also beneficial for a new stand
locations?
• Does the area provide enough
“Thermal Protection?”
Thermal Protection
Every property in the Midwest that
has cold winters should have thermal
protection. Thermal protection can have
a huge impact on deer survival if you
have a severe
w inte r. S eve re
winters include
deep snow depths,
ice covered snow
and/or extreme cold
for long periods of
time. These severe
winters will cause a
lot of s tres s and
weaken the deer’s
health if there is no
place for them to be
protected from the
cold weather. They
will have to spend
most of their energy
just trying to stay
warm.
Even a small
property of 40 acres
should have an area
that provides
thermal protection.
Find a location out
of the wind (such as
a shallow valley)

where you can plant at least 11/2 acres of
white pines to create that thermal
protection. A white pine forest can result
in low-to-no wind chills and can be
significantly warmer in brutal cold
weather. The white pine canopy holds
in some of the heat while the needle
bed provides an insulating blanket for
the deer to bed on – keeping them
warm through the cold weather months.
When planting your thermal protection–
no area should be less than 75 yards
deep!
Embrace the snow! Use it to your
advantage! Learn how to read it! Make
these changes to your property to keep
those trophy bucks on your property!
I would be happy to provide an individualized plan of your property to
attract and retain trophy bucks on your
property! Happy and safe hunting from
your fellow SCI member at whitetailsanctuarysolutions.com.
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A Hunter’s Heart
by Mark LaBarbera

S

Mark Graff shot this 16-point
Minnesota buck that scored
197 and had a 20-inch spread.

CI members near La Crosse,
Wisconsin, may have heard about
the life and death struggles of our
friend Mark Graff who loves hunting and
fishing as much as any of us. Thank God
we didn’t have to go through what he
experienced, but we are grateful indeed
for the inspiration he gives us all.
At a recent Wisconsin Wildlife
Federation banquet, Mark explained
how his love of hunting and fishing
helped keep him going. His desire to

return to the woods and waters of the
Driftless Areas, he said, continues to be
a p o w e r f u l m o t i v a t o r. A n y t h i n g
connected to the outdoors captures his
attention. Even after all that he has been
through, he still finds time to process
deer on the side for others, and to help
introduce newcomers to fishing, the
shooting spor ts and our outdoor
heritage.
Mark’s wife, Michelle, was one of
those people, along with daughters
Grace and Sarah. Now, Michelle is a

long-time conservation volunteer and
full-time banker, who invests a lot of
time in the things that are near and dear
to both of them. She credits Mark with
inspiring her to spend more time
hunting. He credits her with helping him
survive and thrive. Together, they inspire
the rest of us to make the most of our
days on Earth.
Mark ’s story from the La Crosse
Tribune is shared here courtesy of freelance writer Jeff Brown. The photos are
courtesy of Mark and Michelle.

Graff Grateful for Space to Reflect
by Jeff Brown
La Crosse Tribune

W

hen Mark Graf f c aref ully
scales the steps to his treestand, then is safely and
securely attached with a vest and rope,
he sits down and says the Lord ’s
Prayer.
Then he will bless a number of
people and things as he absorbs the
view, taking a human-eye panoramic of
the landscape.
Graff is certainly thankful for the
opportunity to be outdoors, to be a part
of the archery deer season, and with
some good fortune, perhaps harvest
another trophy buck. Yes, he has many.
But there is something far more to
what he says, and why he says it.
“ You think about any thing and
everything, absolutely,” said Graff, a
lifelong La Crosse resident, when
asked about his thoughts once in a
treestand. “One of the things I do every
time I get in a stand, I say the ‘Our
Father, who art in heaven…’ After I am
done saying that I say bless this person,
bless this person, bless this person.”
Graff, 53, is not asking for divine
intervention when he’s hunting, not by
any means. Honestly, he’s thankful to
be alive, healthy, and to have the
opportunity to satisfy his never-ending
passion for the outdoors.
For 23 years he lived with the understanding of what could happen, as the
gene — which causes an enlarged
heart — had taken his father’s life.
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S o , w h e n h e d e ve l o p e d s o m e
systems at age 49, he knew what was
wrong.
“In 2018, around Thanksgiving, I was
having shortness of breath, tightness of
my chest,” Graff said. “My main symptoms were dizziness, shor tness of
breath. I couldn’t walk to the back door
of my garage without being out of
breath.”
He was put on a waiting list for a
donor heart at the University Hospital,
which is part of UW-Health, in Madison.
He was a candidate for a heart transplant through a clinical trial where
heart in a box technology was used.
Ac cording to the UW- Hospital
website, the UW
Medicine Regional
Heart Center is the
first in the nation to
use the heart in a box
technology, which
enables a beating
hear t to be transported for use in a
transplant surgery.
“Instead of
keeping the heard on
ice and cold during
the transporting, they
ke ep i t warm and
keep it pumping.
There is blood
flowing through it the
whole time,” Graf f
said. “With this
method, the hear t

can come from a longer distance. Mine
came from 1,400 miles away.”
So, when a donor heart became
available, Graff went in for surgery on
May 15 , 2020. The surger y was
s u c c e s s f ul , b u t G r a f f wo un d up
spending 22 days in the hospital.
“It was right during the riots (related
to George Floyd’s death). My wife
(Michelle) was staying at her sister’s
home in Sun Prairie, and would have to
leave the hospital at 3 in the afternoon
to get through.”
While Graff’s story is captivating, for
sure, this is where it gets even more
incredible. A 31-year employee of the
City of La Crosse in the Water Utilities
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Department — including the last five as
distribution supervisor for the Water
Department — he was back at work in
just three months.
“It is a slow recovery, and you need
to take it day-by-day, but overall it has
gone very well,” said Graff, who takes
13 different medications in the morning
and 13 at night, which are mainly
anti-rejection drugs. “For three months,
I had no, or limited, physical activity.
“It is a full year recovery, or to get
back to normal.”
So, a longtime archery and gun deer
hunter cer tainly missed the 2020
season, right? After all, the archery
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deer season was only four months after
his transplant surgery.
Not hardly. Graff wasn’t about to
miss the deer season, although doctors
did give him some stipulations.
“Doctors didn’t want me to field
dress a deer, which I did,” said Graff,
whose sister, Sandy Malay, also underwent a successful heart transplant in
2020. “They didn’t want me to drag any
deer, which I didn’t. I do have to be
careful. I have to try and avoid any cuts
at all in order to limit the chance of
infections.”

It wasn’t a walk in the park when it
came to resuming his outdoor activities, including hunting and fishing. But
those hobbies served as a big source
of motivation, as did his work.
“I absolutely love working for the
city,” Graff said, “and, oh yeah, it (being
outdoors) is great motivation for me.
W ithout f ishing and hunting , my
hobbies would be a lot more limited.
“I was really excited when I found
out I was going to be able to recover in
time to go hunting. I’ve never missed a
season (since he started deer hunting
at age 12). I shot my first one (last year)
with a crossbow – it was getting
harder and harder to draw back
my bow — on Sept. 15 or 16.”
Graf f ’s outdoors resume,
both hunting and fishing, is
pretty impressive. His biggest
buck , a 16 -pointer with a
20-inch inside spread, scored
197 inches. He harvested that
monster in Minnesota in
2015 during the first day of
the gun-deer season with a
12-gauge shotgun.
He also harvested bucks
that have scored 157
in c h e s , 1 5 6 , 1 51 an d a
couple that scored in the
140s. When he turned 40,
he had a goal to harvest a
big buck in Wisconsin,
Minnesota and Iowa. He
went 2-for-3, missing out
on a Minnesota buck.
Graff has also gone
bear hunting twice and
has bagged one bear.
“I shot a 285-pound
bear (field dressed)
with a bow back in
2008. It measured 18
or 19, which made it
(qualified) into Pope
& Young (magazine).
I shot it right through
the lungs with a
70 -pound draw
bow.”
G r a f f ’s f a m i l y,
which includes his
wife, Michelle, and
daughters Grace
(2 2) an d S ar ah
(20), have hunted
and fished, too,
but don’ t carr y
WI SCI HUNTERS – March/April 2022

quite the same level of passion for it as
he does.
“My wife went turkey hunting once,
but it was one-and-done,” Graff said.
“She did get a jake.”
As for the future, there are several
trips on the Graff family adventure list,
including a trip to Alaska in 2023 for
some halibut and salmon fishing. Oh,
and of c our se , white -taile d de er
hunting.
“Once it gets to the rut I take a week
off of work,” Graff said. “That’s when I
have gotten my biggest deer.”
And what about his heart? Does he
worry about doing too much?
“Last year they (doctors) told me
they didn’t want me cutting up any
deer. I have butchered deer since I was
12 years-old,” Graff said. “I still cut up 18
deer for friends and family, which is
down from 108.
“As for hunting, I’ll hunt until my
body won’t let me.”
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Wild Harvest Initiative Grows

C

onservation Visions is
announcing a new partnership
with Wildlife Systems, Inc., one of
the most widely recognized deer and
exotic hunting operations in the United
States, in support of the Wild Harvest
Initiative®, the first science-based
program to demonstrate the full range
of benefits recreational hunting and
angling bring to the table – from
improved food security and health, to
increased efforts for habitat conservation and more sustainable communities
and local livelihoods.
Wildlife Systems, Inc. will join more
than 35 other members in the Wild
Harvest Initiative® Partnership Alliance,
including national and international
NGOs, outdoor industry leaders, U.S.
state wildlife agencies, and private
philanthropists.
“Wildlife Systems, Inc. is excited to
jo in the W il d H ar ve s t Ini tiati ve ®
Partnership Alliance,” says Company
Founder and General Manager, Greg

Simons. “With over 30 properties that
comprise approximately 1,000,000 acres
of private land, our team has been
entrusted with the incredible privilege of
monetizing the hunting programs on
these properties, while also ensuring
regenerative and sustainable health of
the wildlife resources that are found and
produced on these diverse lands. As a
platform for ensuring the future health
of hunting, we also understand the need
to bet ter communicate the broad
public-benefits that our stewardship
practices provide to an increasingly
discerning society, and that’s one of the
beautiful things that this program will
do.”
S h a n e M a h o n e y, P r e s i d e n t o f
Conservation Visions and Founder of
the Wild Harvest Initiative®, is delighted
to have Wildlife Systems, Inc. on board.
“ W ildlife S ys tems , Inc . is one of
America’s leading outfitters. With a
reputation for excellence in client
services, a work ethic beyond reproach,

and an incredible commitment to
sustainable wildlife management, they
are an ideal partner for the advocacy
and communications work that lies
ahead as we move into the second
phase of our program.”
About Conservation Visions Inc.
Conservation Visions Inc. is a wildlife
initiative founded by internationally
recognized biologist, conservation advocate, Shane Mahoney. It is dedicated to
a world where conservation matters;
where biodiversity is safeguarded,
including the diversity of human cultural
experience; where conservation and
citizenship are viewed as inseparable;
where a global responsibility to nature is
recognized; where the sustainable use
of natural resources is safeguarded
through knowledge; and where governments make sound decisions
concerning conservation and biodiversity, based on scientific and traditional
wisdom.

Sensory Trailer Survives

S

CI Northeast Wisconsin Chapter
members built one of the biggest
Sensory Safari trailers in the
country and filled it with great mounts.
Member Otto Reetz hauled it with his
big truck to many events where visitors
of all ages touched the furs and came
face-to-face with animals from around
the globe that they might never see in a
lifetime.
Big rigs come with logistical challenges. The steel 30’ trailer also had
thick tongue and groove wood siding on
its interior and a nice carpet. It was too
big for most members’ trucks to tow.
Only a few volunteers had the

How Has Your Hunting Changed?

W

e are looking for stories about
how your hunting, fishing and
outdoor adventures have
changed in recent years because of
fires, floods, droughts and related
phenomenon here in Wisconsin, Illinois,
Minnesota and wherever you hunt. Have
western wildfires affected your trips? Is
your favorite flooded timber for jumpshooting mallards too dry? Is the family
telling you that they don’t want to go
afield because there are too many ticks
surviving mild winters? Or have you had
to throttle back your fishing and boating
because of new high water no wake
restrictions or, worse, boat launches
hampered by low water?
SCI, Dan Small Outdoors, OHEC and
others are capturing real stories from
grassroots hunters, anglers and other
outdoor enthusiasts that could be
shared in SCI HUNTERS magazine,
newspaper outdoor columns, social
media, print and radio to the broader
public.
SCI member Dan Small, trusted dean
of outdoor communicators in Wisconsin,
and his co-host Jeff Kelm may feature
18

your story on “Outdoors Radio with Dan
Small” which airs on 22 stations (20
stations throughout Wisconsin plus two
radio stations in Minnesota). Outlets
include major stations like WISN in
Milwaukee and the region. The weekly
long format show is also available online.
If it’s also related to deer hunting, you
could be invited to be part of the “Deer

Hunt Wisconsin 2022” TV special sponsored by Badgerland, Lake Superior and
Wisconsin SCI Chapters. It has been a
Wisconsin tradition for more than 30
years. It has aired on PBS Wisconsin
and PBS Milwaukee, plus Bally Sports
North in five states and Bally Sports
Wisconsin. Send your thoughts, ideas or
stories to WiSCImag@peoplepc.com.
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horsepower and usually it was Otto, the
consummate volunteer who stepped
forward. But he also donates a lot of
time to helping veterans and disabled
individuals enjoy the outdoors. As we all
know, we only have so much time to do
all that we want to do, plus all that we
need to do, even in retirement.
Reality hit about two years ago.
The aging sensory trailer was not
being used 96% or so of the time. No
one had the time and the tow capabilities to keep the trailer on the road. It was
easier for more members to grab a few
furs and mounts and set up a Sensory
Safari table at events. So, the chapter
decided to sell
the trailer.
R eluc tantly,
chapter decision-makers
started talking
to prospective
buyers. Some
m e mb e r s
mentioned that
it could have
some value to
local painters,
builders or
contractors.
The goal was

to get $7,500 or so for the chapter’s
account, which could then be used for
so many of the great things the chapter
does for conser vation, education,
hunters rights and humanitarian
services, like Otto’s work.
When SCI Life Member Mark
LaBarbera heard about the potential
loss of the Sensory Safari trailer, he
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offered to add it to the nonprofit Outdoor
Heritage Education Center’s small fleet
of light weight, modern aluminum
education trailers. He asked the chapter
if they would donate it in exchange for
having the chapter’s logo on the side
and in all of the TV, radio, print and
online publicity that OHEC’s Touch of
t h e W il d S e n s o r y S a f ar i t r ail e r s
generate. When the chapter declined,
some members worried about the fate
of the trailer, but said they understood
the fiduciary responsibility of chapter
directors. The funds would go to a good
cause.
Fortunately, it did not end there.
LaBarbera began raising funds to
purchase the unit. At the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel Spor ts Show, the
former Deer & Turkey Expo, and at a
local bar, he teamed up on gun raffles
with Friends of Poynette Game Farm
and Friends of Wisconsin Conservation
Congress and Youth Conservation
Congress volunteers. Usually, the other
Touch of the Wild trailers, including one
par tially sponsored by the SCI WI
Chapter, were set up next to the raffle
booth and that made all the difference
in the world for people to see how the
raffle proceeds would go to a good
cause. Parents and grandparents saw
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how being able to actually touch dozens
of taxidermy specimens and learn about
hunting and conservation really
engaged their kids. OHEC
raised enough money
to pay the
$7,500.

O H E C
bought the
Sensory Safari
unit and began
c u s to mi z in g i t
with educational displays,
teacher-friendly information, and additional mounts from SCI members and
others. Now, it even has pollinator and
groundwater exhibits that appeal to
educators and others, who are then
exposed to the Comeback Critters
display and messages about the hunter ’s p o sitive and his toric role in
conser vation success . There’s

WI SCI HUNTERS – March/April 2022
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Understanding R3
by Mark LaBarbera

L

something for everyone, unless you are
a die-hard animal rights, anti-gun
preservationist!
Last month, SCI, OHEC and partners
celebrated the survival and relaunch of
the monstrous Sensory Safari trailer,
with new life breathed into it and hopefully many more years of life.
Thanks to Signs to Go in Platteville,
Wisconsin, it has a colorful new exterior
that uses available space for interactive
graphics, like the “What is your wingspan?” art.

Best of all, LaBarbera
negotiated a deal with
friends at the Izaak Walton
League of America’s Bill
Cook Chapter to host and
maintain the trailer at its grounds
in Stevens Point. Chapter volunteers
unveiled it at their February family
outdoor event. It was a hit.
The Ikes have already received
requests from other groups across
northern Wisconsin who would like the
trailer at their events.
The Bill Cook Chapter has a lot of
youth and family outdoor events at its
clubhouse and ranges, so the trailer will
be used often without
having to be hauled.
The deal with OHEC
includes them hosting

school groups, scouts, and others to
keep the trailer busy.
Bet ween the IWL A events and
requests from others, it’s likely to be
used the majority of weekends and
some school days during the week.
OHEC’s other Touch of the Wild
trailers will cover the rest of the state,
including parts of Illinois, Iowa and
Minnesota. If you know of anyone who
might be interested in supporting this
educational outreach initiative, email
ruthann@OHECyes.org or call Mark at
520-730-9252.

ong-time hunter education
instructor Rick Heisler was volunteering to help youth and adults
long before he retired from leading the
West Bend Depar tment of Public
Works. Whether he’s coaching football,
teaching firearms safety, organizing
Jaycee’s family fishing fun days, or
simply taking his grandchildren to Lake
Michigan for trout and salmon, Heisler
instills in others a love of the sport.
He inspires.
He motivates.
He shares a passion, and he makes
things fun. No wonder people of all
ages are looking for opportunities to
spend time outdoors with him.
As he texted recently, “It’s just fun
and very rewarding working with all
kids in many different ways.”
Heisler understands that people take
care of what they love, and they love
what they know and understand. So, he
starts by helping them get to know and
understand the outdoors, especially
hunting and fishing.
For years, state and natural
resources agencies, universit y
researchers, social scientists and the
hunting and fishing industry have tried
to understand what works best to
recruit, retain and reactivate licensebuying hunters and anglers. They even
came up with jargon for it, calling it R3
and developing “ B e s t Prac tic e s ”
manuals and training.
Their future and the future of conservation as we know it relies on their
collective success.
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T hat ’s why you’re
seeing more Learn to
Hunt for Food and Learn
to Fish for Dinner
programs springing up.
Fish & game agencies
and conservation groups
developed programs for
recruiting more women,
more adults who never
hunted or f ished, and
other under-represented
groups. They also struggled for ways to retain
current sportsmen and
re-activate lapsed
hunters and anglers who
l o s t t h e ir b u d d i e s o r
places to hunt or lost
interest or stopped going
for other reasons.
When it comes to
recruitment, Heisler gets
it.
While the experts in
classrooms and conference rooms will describe
the Nor th American
Outdoor Lifestyle
Adoption Model that
begins with Awareness,
Interest and Trial of a sport, Heisler is
outdoors, putting rods and reels in
hands big and small. He’s in the classroom, too, for firearms safety training,
but quickly gets students of all ages to
the shooting range, fields and forests.
Sure, he makes them Aware. He generates Interest. He lets everyone safely
try the activity in a fun environment.

Social scientists describe the Model
leading to Adoption of the lifestyle as
people self-identif y as hunters
or anglers able to go afield
independently.
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ents, and friends,” said Heisler, who has
been a member of Jaycees since 1974.
He shared these photos from the
West Bend event, as well as pictures
from a 2022 Kenosha harbor ice fishing
outing with twin grandsons Spencer
and Sawyer Immel. He also shared
these August 2021 Milwaukee harbor
images where granddaughter Allie
Heisler caught two of the largest fish
during the outing with Maddie, Josie,
Spencer and Sawyer. You don’t need a
PhD or scientific models and R3 jargon
to know that Rick Heisler has hooked
them for life.
Heisler doesn’t care what you call it.
He just knows that if you plant the seed
and introduce people to outdoor sports
in a comfortable, supportive manner,
you’re doing your part to create future
generations of license-buying conservationists with the skills to be safe and
successful, and to have fun afield.
We were reminded of this when he
shared photos from the Jaycees event
that treated 167 kids to all the bait and

equipment needed, plus drilled holes,
provided instruction, and fed
them and their
families.
“It ’s a special
day for us to see
all the smiles on
the kids’ faces
along wi th their
parents, grandpar-

When you're gathering with family and friends

H E R E ’ S A ST O RY T O T E L L
one that would not be possible without
the thoughtfulness and generosity of hunters.

THIS EQUATES TO

NEARLY
MORE THAN

2.8

MILLION
MEALS

MILLION
POUNDS

1.3 330
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of game meat makes its way to
shelters, food banks and
church kitchens.

annually are provided to the less
fortunate through donations of
venison by hunters.

MILLION
POUNDS
OF MEAT

$

2.0
BILLION
IN MEAT

BILLION
MEALS

WHITE-TAILED DEER *on average
are harvested each year by hunters

6.0
MILLION

51% DOE

49% BUCKS

TOP 5 STATES

BENEFITS

LOCAL, FREE-RANGE, ORGANIC, SUSTAINABLE
NO HORMONES, LOW CALORIE, HIGH PROTEIN

OF GAME MEAT

VENISON DONATIONS BY REGION

FOR VENISON DONATIONS
VIRGINIA
IOWA
MISSOURI
TEXAS
OHIO

405,000 lbs
312,000 lbs
237,000 lbs
214,000 lbs
180,000 lbs

1
2
3
4
5

MIDWEST
46%
of total donations

NORTHEAST
8%
of total donations

1,300,000 lbs 200,000 lbs
5,200,000 meals 800,000 meals
IA • IL • IN • KS • MI • MO • MN • ND • NE • OH • SD • WI

CT • MA • ME • NH • NJ • NY • PA • RI • VT

WEST
1%
of total donations

SOUTH
45%
of total donations

28,000lbs
1,250,000 lbs
110,000 meals 5,000,000 meals
AK • AZ • CA • CO • HI • ID • MT • NM • NV • OR • UT • WA • WY

AL • AR • DE • FL • GA • KY • LA • MD
MS • NC • OK • SC • TN • TX • VA • WV

* May be under-reported. limited data sources available for the west

LEARN MORE
ABOUT HUNTING

In addition to white-tailed deer,
hunters donate many other types of
game meat during hunting seasons.

These include:
bear, feral pig, rabbit, elk, moose, antelope,
pheasant, turkey and waterfowl.

LetsGoHunting.org

IMPORTANT GAME - MEAT DONATION ORGANIZATIONS

www.fhfh.org
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Kinds of Mule Deer: A fresh look at mule deer subspecies
by Jim Heffelfinger

T

he species scientists call
Odocoileus hemionus includes all
the kinds of deer we know as
black-taile d and mule de er. T his
species has been divided into as many
as 11 subspecies, but there is disagreement about whether all these
subspecies are sufficiently different to
be given their own scientific name.
Advances in genetic analysis tools and
a better understanding of physical variability in nature allows us to update
subspecies to bring them more in line
with the current understanding of the
relationships bet ween categories
described as species, subspecies, and
local ecotypes.
The Subspecies Illusion
Early efforts at categorizing every
little variation in animals introduced
confusion and a poor application of
science into the realm of naming
different kinds of animals. Often, further
analysis with larger sample sizes
showed that many characteristics used
to describe subspecies actually overlapped several different subspecies.
Unfortunately, these published subspecies names became accepted in the
literature and repeated over and over
despite not having solid scientific
support. The burden then lies on the
scientific community to conduct a
comprehensive study throughout the
animal’s entire range to properly determine the validity of these subspecies.
With a greater understanding of differences between individuals in the same
population and how they dif fered
throughout their entire range, many
early species and subspecies were
combined or dissolved completely. For
example, Dr. Ronald Nowak collapsed
24 subspecies of North American wolf
down to 5, and C. Hart Merriam’s 86
North American brown bear species
and subspecies are now recognized as
not more than 3 subspecies.
A s g e n e t i c a n d p hy s i c a l d a t a
continue to accumulate, we are forced
to take an objective look at how we
categorize the different kinds of blacktailed and mule deer. It is tempting to
keep repeating the same old subspecies names we have grown comfortable
26

with, but at some point we must be
honest about what subspecies actually
have physical and genetic data to
support them. Black-tailed and mule
deer subspecies originally were defined
and described using physical characters (some more than 200 years ago) in
ways that would never satisfy even a
basic s tandard of science today.
Subsequently, some of these subspecies have been confirmed as valid with
additional physical and genetic studies.
Others, however, have been continually
perpetuated in publications even when
it is clear the rigid range maps, subtle
skull differences, or coat color fail to
accurately describe the variation of the
species throughout its range. The
collective evidence from recent genetic
analyses and the accumulation of
ecological information and physical
charac teristic s lends suppor t for
reducing the number of black-tailed
and mule deer categories to 5 well-supported subspecies (Sitka black-tailed
deer, Columbian black-tailed deer,
Tiburón Island mule deer, Cedros Island
mule deer, and mule deer).
Five Defensible Subspecies of
Black-tailed and Mule Deer
Sitka Black-tailed Deer (Odocoileus
hemionus sitkensis)

Of the subspecies that have been
described, 2 stand out as substantially
different from the rest. Both the Sitka
and Columbian black-tailed deer have
ver y dif ferent mitochondrial DNA
(mtDNA) than the rest of the species
(mule deer). The Sitka black-tailed deer
in southeast Alaska and coastal British
C olumb ia is phy sic all y the mo s t
different of all the black-tailed and mule
deer subspecies. Overall, it is the
smallest subspecies, with a darker coat
and browner on the sides of their face
making lighter-colored eye rings more
prominent. The fur on the edges of the
preorbital (in front of the eyes) glands
is white, which is distinctive and unique
in this subspecies. The presence of 2
white throat patches is iconic in Sitka
blacktails, compared to the single patch
in mule deer. Their rump markings are
the most subdued of all subspecies,
with very little white visible on either
side of a flat flap-like tail that is brown
on the upper half and then black to the
tip. Their ears are the shortest of all
black-tailed or mule deer. Sitka blacktailed deer also have the shor test
metatarsal glands (1.5–2 inches) that,
unlike mule deer, are often surrounded
with white fur. Antlers of this small
coastal rainforest deer are correspondingly smaller with 2 or 3 points/side

Sitka Blacktail by Kris Larson
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(excluding brow tines) common in
mature males, but some individuals
develop miniature versions of the
classic 4×4 mule deer configuration.

more likely to produce a classic 4×4
antler configuration than Sitka blacktailed deer at maturity, the antlers are
smaller and less massive than those of

Columbian Black Tail Deer by
Scott McCorquodale

Columbian Black-tailed Deer
(Odocoileus hemionus
columbiana)
The second well-supported subspecies is the Columbian black-tailed deer,
which inhabits the coastal Pacific
Nor thwes t f rom southern British
C olumbia southward to nor thern
California. Although all blacktails have
very different DNA than mule deer, the
2 black-tailed deer subspecies are also
genetically different from one other.
The Columbian blacktail subspecies
looks more like mule deer than do Sitka
black-tailed deer, but it is still smaller,
darker, and with shorter ears than mule
deer. The Columbian black-tailed deer
has a more obvious rump patch than
Sitka black-tailed deer with some white
visible on either side of the tail, but the
patch is still much smaller than in mule
deer. The tail of this subspecies is
mostly black for the length of the upper
surface, but it is often narrower and
brown at the base of the tail. Metatarsal
glands in this subspecies are larger
than in Sitka, but still are about half the
length of mule deer. Although they are
WI SCI HUNTERS – March/April 2022

mule deer. While the 2 black-tailed deer
subspecies are supported as suffic i e n t l y d i f f e r e n t p hy s i c a l l y a n d
genetically, they do blend together

where their distributions meet along
the coast of British Columbia.
Tiburón Island Mule Deer
(Odocoileus hemionus sheldoni)
In mule deer, there are 2 island
subspecies that have been described
with discrete ranges confined to their
respective islands. The first is on
Tiburón Island in the Sea of Cortez
between Sonora on the Mexican mainland and Baja California. The island
itself is 464 square miles and separated
from the mainland by a channel with
strong tidal currents that varies 1–5
miles wide. Mule deer have been documented swimming between the island
and mainland, but genetic patterns
indicate it is not common. These deer
have been separated from the mainland for 10,000–11,000 years and a
recent genetic analysis revealed that
this subspecies shows considerable
genetic differences from mule deer on
the mainland.
Although they differ genetically, mule
deer on Tiburón Island are physically
similar to mule deer on the mainland of
Sonora, with some variation in color
and reported dental and skull measurements . O verall body size, shape,
and coloration of the tail are typical of
other mule deer inhabiting deser t

Derick Lopez Tiburon
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environment s , although p os sibly
smaller. Their fur, however, is consistently darker and sometimes fades to a
brown-reddish hue in mature animals
with the white undersurfaces tending
toward tan instead of white in many
deer. Besides the darker overall color,
the presence of a dark dorsal stripe
from the upper neck to the tail is more
common than in mainland desert mule
deer. The antlers of mature males on
this island more commonly have extra
points when compared to those on the
mainland and are very dark in color.

Cedros Island mule deer
by Javier Gongora

Cedros Island Mule Deer (Odocoileus
hemionus cerrosensis)
A second Mexican island mule deer
subspecies lives on Cedros Island,
which is 134 square miles in size and 15
miles northwest of the nearest mainland. This island population has been
isolated in the Pacific Ocean off the
wes t coas t of Baja C alifornia for
10,000–12,000 years and recent genetic
research found it to be genetically
different from mule deer on the nearby
mainland.
The mule deer on Cedros Island
have been referred to as island dwarfs
and pygmy deer because of their
smaller size. It is a well-known ecological rule for large mammals that live on
islands to develop a smaller body size.
Overall fur color is darker and more
reddish-brown with a dark line down
the back of the neck to the tail. On
28

most animals, the dark line that runs
underneath the chest between the
front legs appears more pronounced
than in other mule deer. Cedros
Island mule deer have a very small
rump patch with cream-colored
hairs instead of the white normally
seen in other mainland mule deer.
Likewise, the throat patch, belly, and
inside of legs are subdued with a
more-uniformly tan and brown color
instead of white. Tails appear to have
longer hairs than other mule deer
subspecies, again with a cream color
replacing the typical white
of most other mule deer.
Mule Deer (Odocoileus
hemionus hemionus)
On the North American
mainland, mule deer populations are distributed in
continuous and interconnected populations from
the Yukon and Northwest
Te r r i t o r i e s s o u t hwar d t o
Zacatecas, Mexico and from
the southern Pacific Coast
eas t to the central Great
Plains. None of the remaining
mainland types of mule deer
that have been referred to as
subspecies are geographically
separated from other adjacent
types. In fact, a range-wide
genetic analysis using nuclear
DNA and mtDNA found that
none of the mule deer
subspecies described on the North
American mainland were genetically distinguishable from one another,
indicating there is no genetic support
for any other subspecies to be recognized.
Throughout the geographic range of
mule deer on the mainland, we see
variations in tail color, rump color, body
size, antler shape, metatarsal gland
length, coat color, skull shape, and
coloration on the face and neck. These
variations in physical characteristics
occur as gradients -- from big to small
or light to dark -- across their range.
Body size and coloration generally
follows a north-south axis with the
largest and darkest mule deer in
Canada and the smallest and lightest in
the Southwest Deserts. Mule deer tails
change in coloration geographically as
you move around North America, with
deer throughout the northern majority

comprehensive evaluation.
There is no list of genetic or
physical characteristics that
will accurately separate the
rest of the mule deer subspecies currently on the books.
Mule Deer

of mule deer range (excluding blacktailed deer) uniformly having the typical
white rope-like and black-tipped tail. In
central California, this typical mule deer
tail form gives way to tails with a dark
stripe down the dorsal surface. Black
stripes on the back of mule deer tails
are also found less commonly elsewhere in populations throughout the
southern part of mule deer range. In
ex treme southern C alifornia and
northern Baja California, Mexico, the
black stripe becomes somewhat wider
before returning to a predominately
typical mule deer tail in Baja California
Sur and in the Mojave, Sonoran, and
Chihuahuan deserts of the American
S outhwes t and nor thern Mexico.
Metatarsal gland length also follows a
north-south cline with an increasing
length as one moves northward from
Mexico to Canada.
In the past, the variation of these
physical characteristics in different
areas has been used to partition mule
deer on the North American mainland
into discrete subspecies, each with
their own clearly defined geographic
range map and fancy scientific name.
This created an impression there are
several different mutually exclusive
scientific categories of mule deer on
the mainland. Researchers and
managers have been repeating these
names even as they acknowledge they
are not supported by solid scientific
data that would hold up to a
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Subspecies and Ecotypes
Mule deer living in some
parts of their range certainly
look different than mule deer
elsewhere. If these different
kinds of deer are not genetically different they are more
appropriately categorized as
ecotypes shaped more by
environment than evolutionar y separation. The
formerly recognized mule
deer subspecies on the mainland North American
continent (California, desert,
burro, southern, Inyo, and
peninsula) are good examples of ecotypes and should
not be recognized as
subspecies.
Mule deer ecotypes that
are somewhat differentiated
physically and ecologically
c an , and should , s till b e
recognized as non-scientific
categories. There is no
reason to discontinue the use of local
references such as desert, California,
Inyo, southern, peninsula, San Diego

Cartography by Sue Boe and Jim Heffelfinger

County, and Rocky Mountain mule
de er. T ho se are usef ul terms for
communicating among biologists, deer

enthusiasts, and possibly as
units of conservation; they
just do not represent divisions of a species that have
been on a separate evolutionary path. Records books
that recognize different categories of animals have proven
useful in collecting regional
data of conservation relevance and for generating
interest and advocacy for
some populations . These
n o n s c i e nt i f i c c a te g o r i e s
should be encouraged
because they promote and
focus conservation of mule
deer in certain parts of their
range that may otherwise be
neglected. It is important we
clearly delineate what categories are scientific
classifications deserving of a
scientific name and which
are simply local varieties
shaped by the environment
(ecotypes). For most deer
enthusiasts, it is doubtful the
loss of a scientific name will
impact their enjoyment of
whatever local version of
mule deer they like to pursue.
Subspecies of black-tailed
and mule deer currently supported by
ecological, physical, and genetic
evidence.

Common name

Scientific name

Range

Sitka black-tailed deer

Odocoileus hemionus
sitkensis

West of the Coast Mountains on the Pacific Coast from approximately
Bella Coola, British Columbia, Canada, northward to Haines, Alaska,
USA, with translocations farther north to the Kodiak Archipelago and
Prince William Sound.

Columbian
black-tailed deer

Odocoileus hemionus
columbianus

Northwestern California from San Francisco northward, west of the
Cascade Mountains along coastal Oregon and Washington, USA, to
approximately Bella Coola, British Columbia, Canada.

Mule deer

Odocoileus hemionus
hemionus

Continental North America from Yukon, Canada, south to Zacatecas,
Mexico, and from the central Great Plains in the east to the southern Pacific Coast and the crest of the Cascade and Coast mountain
ranges. Includes the geographical distribution of formerly recognized
subspecies: Rocky Mountain, California, desert, burro, southern, Inyo,
and peninsula.

Cedros Island
mule deer

Odocoileus hemionus
cerrosensis

Cedros Island, Baja California, Mexico

Tiburón Island
mule deer

Odocoileus hemionus
sheldoni

Tiburón Island, Sonora, Mexico
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A Plan Pays Off
by John Kubichek
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I

t’s wonderful when a plan comes
together. This story isn’t about a
specific hunt or stalk, but about 10
years of vision and hard work that is
paying off. We believe that most hunters
and landowners put some effort into the
land they hunt. We’ve invested thousands of hours and tens of thousands of
dollars, with the goal of hunting more
and bigger deer.
In 2011, Sue and I bought 200 acres in
Vernon County from our friend, Dan
Tews. Dan had turned a neglected farm
into a nice hunting area. We and our
friend, Jim Frey began plotting improvements to what Dan had started.
Wanting to increase our resident deer
population, we asked the WI DNR
Forester to assess the roughly 100 acres
of forested land on our property as well
as the wild grasslands and crop fields.
Following his advice, over 2,000 trees
were planted to enhance bedding areas,
provide more thermal cover in the winter
and improve transition corridors that
could funnel deer across our farm. Four
season food plots were planted to
nourish our herd. Clover served as
spring and early summer nourishment.
Corn and beans were planted in May
and June, both for fall attractant and
winter feed. An oats or rye and brassica
mix went in mid-summer for both fall
and winter feed. Land acquisition plus
friendship and help we gave our neighbors enabled us to hunt additional
farms. Over 80 stands, for any wind or
condition were erected or upgraded.
The hours afforded by retirement, gave
Sue and me the time to manicure these
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stands and maintain the
farms. Jim was a huge factor
in building the cabin and
helps with stands, food plots
and equipment. Finally, we
started Bad Axe Outfitters
that allows a limited number
of guest archery hunters to
enjoy our deer and farms.
When we bought the first
farm, we expected to see and
harvest bucks in the 125 to
140 range. We did. Within a
few years of implementing
our plan however, 150 class
bucks were falling
consistently.
Then 2021 was our
breakout year. Jim started
with a bang – or was it a
twang – when he arrowed a
1 8 0+” 1 9 p ointer on the
second Saturday of archery
season. This was followed on October
24 by Jim Hebda, the high bidder on a
hunt Bad Axe Outfitters donated to the
Daniel Boone Wild Game Dinner who
took a beautiful 149” 11-pointer with a
drop tine. Sue followed 2 days later with
the gem of the season. One of our
hunters had an opportunity to skewer a
20”+ heavy 11-pointer, but the buck
miraculously escaped. Sue was sitting
almost ¾ mile down the valley the next
night when this same buck emerged at
sundown. She double lunged the
monster that boasted 26” main beams,
over 20” of mass, field dressed at 221
pounds and grossed a bit over 176”. I
followed on November 9th with a long

brow tined 10-pointer that grossed 166.
(Note: Sue cleaned my clock by over
10”). We added a heavy 8-point that
p u s h e d 1 4 0 ” an d a b r o ke n r a c k
10-pointer that would also have been
around a 140” later.
Some of our members put in even
more effort or may be better hunters
than we are. Some of our members will
take bigger deer with less effort. We are
comfortable that we worked our tails off,
have dramatically improved our habitat,
food and stands and that our efforts
have resulted in statistically better
hunting for b oth our gue s t s and
ourselves. The rewards are on the wall
and in the freezer.
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Profile:

Artist
Mark Kanitz
by Mark LaBarbera

S

CI Chapters looking for wildlife art to
help their fundraising efforts need not
look outside of Wisconsin. There are
plenty of successful artists in the Badger
State who have a rich tradition of capture
scenes that remind hunters of places we
have been and wildlife we have
encountered.
Take for example, artist Mark Kanitz of
Markesan, who has won stamp competitions
and helped raised a lot of money for the
things we cherish, like conservation and our
outdoor heritage.
Last month, he added another achievement that also shows his commitment to the
conservation cause. With the January selection of “Bailey’s Bonanza” beagle print,
Kanitz achieved the rare distinction of having
his work chosen eight times, including the
most recent two years in a row, as the
Conservation Art Print of the Year by the
Wisconsin Wildlife Federation.
Chapters interested in using his artwork
to raise funds for conservation and outdoor
education can reach him at MarkKanitz@
yahoo.com or 920-295-6621. In the meantime, here’s a sampling of his work.
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The Great Luck, Bad Luck, Good Luck Ram
by John Kubichek

S

ue and I were driving to our farms
in May of 2021 when the phone
rang. The voice on the line asked
if I wanted to go on a bighorn sheep
hunt . Ye ah , sure , who do e sn ’ t! I
as sum e d i t was s o m e o p e rati o n
wanting to sell raffle tickets. The voice
on the line however was Isaiah Joiner
from Huntin’ Fool. He snickered at my
skepticism and then told me that I had
drawn the 2021 Non-Resident, Utah,
Book Cliffs Bighorn Tag – a once in a
lifetime opportunity.
It took a while to digest my good
fortune. I knew nothing about the Book
Clif fs, so the choice of an outfitter
became paramount. There were two
solid choices of outfitters. I chose to
hunt with Brandon Barney, through
Wade Lemon Hunting.
The Book Cliffs are an expansive
cluster of mountains and mesas rising
to over 3,000 feet above the bottoms,
with steep faces, deep canyons, clay
ridges and unique rock formations.
There are scattered pine trees and the
Green River car ves a deep valley
through its heart. Even though I’m 68,
climbing the coulees of our western
Wisconsin farms keeps me in decent
shape. A hunt in western Wyoming
helped as well and when I arrived in
Green River, Utah, I felt I was ready.
The 2021 season opened on October
30th. Mature rams were solitary or in
bachelor groups as the rut was late.
The eastern skies were already aglow
on opening morning, as we hiked about
a half mile to a glassing area. Seven
minutes after we sat down, I spotted
two rams about two miles away and
almost 2,000 feet above our perch. We
studied them and the bigger of the two
was old, heavy, carried his mass and
surely would have approached 180”, the
trophy of a lifetime. In our haste to
begin glassing, we didn’t bring our
water or food. We wasted 45 minutes
backtracking and retracing our steps
before we began a four-mile, roundabout hike to a saddle we thought the
rams would cross. It took us almost two
hours to ascend to our ambush point,
but our spotters informed us the rams
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had beaten us to the saddle by 20
minutes. One chance lost. We had
covered almost 13 miles, had climbed
over 2,000 feet and didn’t get a shot.
The next morning, I passed a mid
160’s ram on another drainage and it
took until mid-afternoon to find the
rams from day 1. We were five minutes
late catching them crossing a face, but
assumed they were headed for a
secluded bowl between the tallest
peaks. Sure enough, one of our spotters picked them up, and Hallelujah, as
the sun dipped closer to the mountain
tops, we watched the big boy bed. He
was on a shelf we could shoot to, from
a 400-foot knob, about a mile up the
canyon. We had an hour and fifteen
minutes of legal shooting time left. I
think that our big hike the day before
influenced a decision to try for him the
next morning, not that night. I’ve had
too many instances in my hunting
career when game disappears overni g h t an d wa s u n e a s y w i t h t hi s
decision.
The third morning, we were in position for a stalk before sunup. We snuck
up the bottom of the drainage toward
the rams and climbed the steep knob
that we could have shot from the
previous evening. The hike and climb
took only 37 minutes. The rams, as I
feared had moved up the slope and
were at 900 yards – well outside my
range. Had we done the stalk the night
before, I really believe we would have
caught the big ram napping. Another
series of opportunities lost.
I passed another ram in the 160’s
that afternoon and then on the fourth
afternoon, Brandon spotted a heavily
broomed bedded ram on an accessible
sidehill. A 45-minute stalk brought us
to 475 yards from the ram. I was to use
a long-range rifle with a turret scope
that I had shot the day before, as we
knew the shot was going to be long.
Unbelievably, when I brought the rifle
t o m y s h o u l d e r, t h e s c o p e w a s
completely out of focus . The ram
spotted us and began a slow walk
quartering away from us. I took a hasty
shot at nothing more than a fuzzy, gray
blob and missed. Turns out that when
magnification changes on this scope,
so apparently, does the focus. It took a
minute to be shown where the focus
was, but in the heat of the battle, I
didn’t realize the magnification was as
low as the scope could go. I took a hail
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Mary shot at almost 800 yards at a
target that looked smaller than an ant
and missed again. I was actually angry
that this opportunity was blown.
Our luck continued the next morning
when one of our spot ters found a
heavy, flared ram on a shelf above the
Green River. This time the ram was
bedded 450 horizontal yards from us
and over 250 vertical yards above us.
He rose from his bed after two hours
and presented a frontal shot. I was
using my own 7 mag, but where do you
hold on a shot like this? I could see the
top two-thirds of the chest and positioned the crosshairs 12 inches over his
back, directly above the point of his
right shoulder. The shot broke cleanly,
b u t a f o u r- i n c h d i a m e t e r r o c k ,
protecting the lower third of his chest
exploded. I had shot a trophy rock, not
a ram. Had I held three inches higher,
the bullet would have center-punched
him. This ram was killed two days later
by a resident and scored 173.
On the sixth morning, we found our
big boy from the first few days. He was
at the top of a rocky face, with two
other rams, 600 yards from a tree
covered point we could shoot from. We
waited 15 minutes to get a spotter in
position and began a two-mile, 1,400foot climb to the point. I had the
long-range rifle in focus and the power
at 16X. On elbows and knees, I eased
out on a ledge for the shot. A single
pine bough obscured my view and I
shifted 18 inches to my right. The crosshairs were settling on the ram and for
n o re a s o n , h e d ove o f f t h e f a c e
following his two buddies and disappeared. Really? Again? All I needed
was another 10 seconds! I have never
in my life had so many opportunities at
my quarry with as many fluky & unsuccessful results.
Failing to connect on any of those
opportunities was gut wrenching. I had
to fly home the next day, knowing that
I held an unfilled, once in a lifetime tag.
Fortunately, I had an ace in the hole in
that Brandon and his team vowed not
to have me leave without a sheep. I
arranged to return on Thanksgiving
night for Round 2.
Brandon arrived with a top-notch
team and the next morning Lady
Luck changed her tune. A decent
ram was spotted in a rockslide on
the north side of an isolated mesa.
This time, there was a sense of

urgency. No time was wasted from
when we arrived at the site to when we
began a stalk. The pace of the two-mile
stalk along creek bottoms to the base
of the mesa was brisk. The 400-foot
climb, in the shadows, to the last ridge
separating us from the sheep, was
done quickly and quietly. We belly
crawled up a clay slope to within 234
yards of a heavy based, tight curled
ram te n din g t hre e ewe s . F o r 3 0
seconds I waited for the ram to move
from behind a boulder and present a
broadside shot. As he cleared, the 7
mag barked and a resounding whup
echoed back. The shot was true, and a
beautiful mountain monarch surrendered his life.
What was I feeling? Honestly, it was
as much relief as elation. Although he
was the smallest of the rams we
stalked, I was 100% happy he was
mine. In 6 ½ days of hunting, we hiked
over 50 miles, climbed over 12,000
vertical feet and had 10 legitimate
opportunities at rams.
I was glad I drew a tag like this when
I could still navigate the mountains
proficiently. The efforts and dedication
of the hunt team, the experience of all
those stalks, the deflating feeling of
being late, not making a stalk, misses
and just bad luck, will be forever etched
in my mind. While this may be my last
sheep hunt, I will look at the magnificent ram on our wall and remember
one of the most frustrating yet
target-rich and ultimately rewarding
hunts of my life.

Let’s build your Dream
hitetail Sanctuary!

(262) 470-2221
Call today for your
complimentary consultation!
www.whitetailsanctuarysolutions.com
How would you like these living on your land? There’s a way!
Whitetail Sanctuary Solutions designs your property to
attract and retain trophy whitetail bucks!
Whether you’re an avid hunter or just love viewing deer on your property,
you don’t need hundreds of acres to have a Whitetail Sanctuary.
Whitetail Sanctuary Solutions customizes a plan with your budget in mind.
Visit WhitetailSanctuarySolutions.com or call for your complimentary consultation.

Let’s Build Your Dream Whitetail Sanctuary!
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HOW WILDLIFE
IS THRIVING
GUNS & HUNTING
HOW IT WORKS

Since the late 1930s,
hunters, target shooters
and the firearms industry
have been the nation's LARGEST
contributors to conservation,
paying for programs that benefit
America's wildlife and
all who love the outdoors.

THEN & NOW

State wildlife
agencies use these
funds to purchase
land for wildlife
habitat and to
manage wildlife
populations.

Revenue from these excise taxes is
distributed to state wildlife agencies.

NEARLY

$9 Billion

For Conservation So Far

Where the Money Goes
Buy, develop,
maintain and
operate wildlife
management areas
Research projects
focused on wildlife
conservation
Hunter safety
and education
programs
Construction and
maintenance of
public target
shooting ranges

nssf.org

Quick History
Early 1900s
As many wildlife species are
dwindling in numbers or
disappearing, firearms
industry steps forward
and asks Congress to redirect
excise tax on sale of guns
and ammo to help fund
wildlife conservation.

1937
Congress passes and President
Franklin D. Roosevelt signs the
Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid
in Wildlife Restoration Act into law.

1938 to today:
Revenue from this act has
purchased millions of acres
of prime habitat that
is maintained by state
wildlife agencies. These lands,
where game and non-game
species flourish, are purchased
with sportsmen’s dollars but
used by all Americans.

1,000,000

41,000

TODAY

Rocky Mountain Elk

Wild Turkeys

100,000

7,000,000

Pronghorn Antelope
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This System Has Provided

44,000,000

TODAY

FEW

TODAY

acres of important
habitat have been
set aside to help
ensure future
wildlife abundance.

32,000,000

Ducks / Waterfowl Population

12,000

1,100,000

TODAY

4 In turn, millions of

500,000

YEARS
AGO
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Manufacturers
pay federal
excise taxes
on guns and
ammunition.
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1907
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Hunters and
target shooters
purchase
guns and
ammunition.

TODAY

White Tailed Deer Population
1

OTHER WAYS
SPORTSMEN
CONTRIBUTE
Excise taxes combined
with revenue from hunting
and fishing license sales
fund the majority of state
wildlife agency budgets.

$81
Million

CONTRIBUTED
ANNUALLY

Hunting License
Name
123 Main Street
Any town, USA 00000

Fishing License
Name
123 Main Street
Any town, USA 00000

Duck stamp proceeds are
used by the
government
to buy or lease
wetland habitat for ducks,
geese and hundreds of
non-game birds and animals.

SOME HEROES OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL
CONSERVATION MODEL IN THE WORLD ARE:

Theodore
Roosevelt

Aldo
Leopold

Key
Pittman

Willis
Robertson

